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At midnight on May 2, an estimated 200 FMLN (Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front)
guerrillas attacked government military installations in San Francisco Gotea, the capital city of
Morazan department, 160 km. east of San Salvador. According to commander of the Fourth Military
Detachment, Col. Mauricio Vargas, the attack resulted in the deaths of 10 soldiers, a civilian and
seven rebels, while 14 civilians and 14 soldiers were wounded. The Salvadoran Armed Forces Press
Committee issued a communique stating that the rebels attacked with artillery and rifle fire. Chief of
Staff Gen. Adolfo Blandon said in a radio message in San Salvador that the rebels initiated the attack
in an attempt to occupy the city, but their plans were thwarted by the army's superior military force.
He said the cadavers of seven rebels were found on the outskirts of the city. According to Vargas,
the attack caused more physical and personal damages to the civilian population than to military
installations and personnel. Twelve homes in close proximity to the barracks located at the center
of the city were damaged. Vargas declined to comment on how many soldiers were in the barracks
at the time of attack, but he stated there are sufficient numbers to repel any attack against the city.
Local police said the rebels staged a simultaneous attack on the barracks of the Fourth Military
Detachment, as well as on military positions located on the outskirts of the city. Later in the day, the
Associated Press received a telex from the FMLN stating that the rebels had caused 78 casualties
to government troops, including 36 deaths. On May 3, rebel station RADIO VENCEREMOS
reported that the FMLN had caused 78 casualties to government troops in the attack. According to
VENCEREMOS, the rebels suffered no losses. The FMLN station reported that rebel columns had
occupied the city's northeastern area, and caused heavy damage to military facilities. The attack,
codenamed "Operation to greet the courageous working class," is a part of the rebel's military
campaign launched in January, known as "Conquering our bread, land and justice." The radio
broadcast reported that the rebels inflicted serious damage on the Chilango military airstrip, the
Mata district military base, and the Mendoza Hill base, among other targets. Next, the barracks of
Cacahuatiques battalion were damaged by rebel artillery which caused a fire. Three military trucks,
an armored vehicle and artillery pieces were destroyed. The capital city of Morazan is one of the
most militarized and observed in the country. Morazan department has been a traditional bastion of
guerrilla strength since the war began seven years ago. San Francisco Gotea has 20,000 inhabitants,
of which 25% are peasant farmers. Most of these farmers have been relocated by the Army from
northern areas of the province. The attack on the barracks and military positions in the city was
the second by the FMLN on an important military base in the last month. On March 31 the rebels
attacked the installations of the Fourth Infantry Brigade in the department of Chalatenango, leaving
some 90 dead, including a US military adviser, and over a hundred wounded. The assault in San
Francisco Gotea was carried out while the army conducted a major counterinsurgency operation in
the northern part of Morazan Province. About 4,000 troops with artillery and air support are taking
part in the operation, which began April 1. (Basic data from several reports by Associated Press and
Prensa Latina)
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